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What is SPI?
The School Press Institute is a five-day, residential summer
program in communications for students interested in writing,
yearbook or newspaper design, photography, video, and/or for
those students who are members of their school's yearbook,
literary magazine or newspaper staffs. Other students attend
because they are interested in developing skills in areas they
might be interested in pursuing as careers.

Teachers will include faculty members from the S.I.
Newhouse School of Public Communications, as well
as award-winning high school teachers and professionals.

In addition to receiving completion certificates, students
will be recognized for outstanding achievements in their
individual classes and will receive special awards at a
closing ceremony on Thursday morning.

Students must provide their own transportation to campus.
Plan to arrive by noon on Sunday, July 24, and vacate the
dorms by 2 p.m. on Thursday, July 28. Students who need
to arrive on Saturday can arrange to move into the dorm.
However, one night’s extra lodging ($25) will be added to
the costs of the workshop fee.

Students will choose one class in which to participate.
Although they will choose only one class, students will
benefit from group sessions in which other topics
outside their primary area of study will be discussed.

Students will be taught using the classrooms,
photography facilities and Macintosh computer labs
of the S.I. Newhouse School of Public
Communications. In all cases, the facilities are
state-of-the-art. Students will have time for hands-
on work in Mac labs and in the evenings during
work sessions for completion of assignments.

The registration fee pays for tuition, dorm room, entertainment,
souvenir picture and awards.Meals are not included in the costs
although a pizza party Wednesday night is included. However,
students who want to pay in advance and eat in
university dining facilities can purchase meals through a
SUpercard, a pre-paid magnetic stripe that gives students access
to food at selected locations on campus through their dorm security
card.

Life at SU
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During the workshop, students are housed in Marion Hall, a campus
dorm, and supervised by Resident Advisers, college students with
experience supervising residential life. Students have a nightly curfew,
and RAs check to make sure all students are in their rooms. In addition
to the RAs, a Residential Security Aide is on duty at the entrance of the
dorm from 9 p.m. until 6:45 a.m. each night of the program. Students
are separated by gender, are housed two to a room, and may choose to
room with students from their schools or of their choice. Students who
prefer to have single rooms can indicate this preference on the
registration form and we will try to accommodate this. We cannot
guarantee single rooms will be avaliable.

Students who choose to eat in Ernie Davis Hall can pay with either
SUpercard or cash. Meals are estimated to cost from $13 (breakfast) to
$26 (dinner) per meal. All dining hall meals are all-you-can-eat and
include traditional cafeteria fare. Other dining options include area
restaurants approximately two blocks from the Newhouse School,
Subway, Bruegger’s Bagels, Jimmy John’s sandwiches, Chipotle, Dunkin’
Donuts and others. Also, the Food.com facility in Newhouse will be open
only for breakfast and lunch during the workshop.
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The RAs will supervise students after classes each night of the
workshop. Activities will include a get-acquainted night with
ice cream, and on the last night of the workshop, students will
have a pizza party and recreation evening where souvenir
prizes can be earned through participation. Throughout the
week, the emphasis will be on learning, working and sharing
experiences with fellow participants.

Students who want to purchase a SUpercard should send in
the desired amount with their registration and indicate on the
registration form how much money they want in their account.
Cards will be issued at registration. If you need to put more
money on your card during the workshop, the additional
amount will be activated within 24 hours of payment. Plan
carefully.Money left on the card at the end of the workshop
is not refundable. Remaining amounts can be used to purchase
non-perishable items to take with you when you leave, but it is
best to plan your spending in advance. Also, SUpercard money
cannot be used in the campus bookstore, or in any of the
restaurants on Marshall Street for this program.

SUpercard, SU's pre-paid magnetic debit card, can be used only in
campus dining halls or snack bars to purchase food, enabling students
to bring less cash to campus. Conveniently located near classrooms,
snack bars offer beverages, snacks, sandwiches, soups, salads and ice
cream. Students pay per item. SUpercards can also be used in the
residence hall cafeteria for flat rate, all-you-can-eat pricing. On Sunday,
July 24, all campus snack bars are closed. Only the Ernie Davis Hall
dining center accepts SUpercard on Sunday.
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PPlease read through the following general policies
and indicate your acceptance of these policies by
signing the consent form on the registration form
and having one of your parents also sign the form.

Nightly curfew will be strictly enforced. Students will be
required to remain in Marion Hall for the rest of the night.
At curfew students are asked to observe quiet hours for
the benefit of other residence hall occupants and those
who need to study or sleep.

Smoking, alcohol and all other illegal substances
are prohibited in University residence halls and
buildings. Smoking is permitted outside only off
campus. By New York law, smoking is illegal for all
residents under 18 years of age.

Violators of general policies will be asked to leave
the institute early with no refund of tuition.

Students are required to attend all classes, be on time
and complete all assignments.

•

•

•

Please complete the applications (SU and SPI forms) and
health forms and mail them to arrive by July 11, 2011 with
a check for $475 (plus any SUpercard money). Make the
check payable to Syracuse University. This fee covers all
tuition, fees, basic supplies, souvenir photo and awards.
Remember to bring the enclosed list of supplies.
Note: Students who bring a car to campus will pay an
additional $15 (weekly) parking fee, and cars will be
issued permits for the Manley Field House lot, a few
blocks from Marion Hall. Tuition is non-refundable after
July 18.

After a student registers and before the program
begins, he/she will receive additional information
including a map detailing the exact location of the
dorm and registration. An e-mail will also be sent
indicating receipt of registration.

Registration will begin Sunday, July 24, from 9 a.m.
to noon. The opening session will begin promptly at 2
p.m. We will meet in the lobby of Marion Hall at 1:30
p.m. to walk students over to the Newhouse School
for the first meeting at 2 p.m.

•

Policies

------------------------------------------------------
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What toBring
Sheets, towels, and a pillow for residence hall rooms.
Rooms are equipped with twin beds and are not air-
conditioned. You might want to bring a fan. A light
blanket is also recommended for cool evenings. Also
consider a small desk lamp.

Paper and pens, pencils and a few CDs, DVDs or a
thumb drive, (Mac format) for classroom work.

Copies of your previous photography, writing or
design work, as well as extra copies of your school's
newspaper, literary magazine or yearbooks (if you
have them) for critique or exchange.

Comfortable shoes and casual summer clothes.
You might want to bring a sweater or light jacket
for cool classrooms or cool evenings.

A backpack or tote bag for carrying supplies
back and forth from the dorm to the classroom.

A digital 35 mm camera, preferably one with manual
controls such as an adjustable shutter speed, f-stops
and light meter adjustment control.

DVDs or thumb drives for backing-up files.

A camera manual or instruction guides if you have them.

A flash and/or any additional lenses you have that
you would like to use or learn how to use, memory
cards for digital cameras and card readers.

Copies of school publications, if possible.

A thumb drive, CDs or DVDs for savingwork done in class.

Personal supplies such as toothpaste,
shampoo, and soap.

All students should bring:

Photography students should also bring:

Writing and design students should also bring:

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



Advising 101
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For the new or continuing yearbook staff member, this class will provide
students with a full understanding of all aspects of yearbook design including
copy writing, caption writing, headline writing, picture selection and
placement, layout and design using columns, grids and graphic techniques.
Students will also develop themes and section designs. Students will work in
Mac labs using Adobe’s InDesign software for layout and Adobe Photoshop
for picture use.

Teacher: Stan Magee, Yearbook Adviser and yearbook consultant,
Millsaps College, Jackson, Mississippi

Students will learn to design all aspects of their newspapers or news
websites from the flag or nameplate to individual pages. Design will
introduce new concepts in packaging information and designing in-depth
coverage and content. Discussions of typography, use of photography and
illustration techniques will also be studied. Adobe’s InDesign and
Photoshop software will be used. Integrating content for the web will be
a focus for staffs with electronic sites.

Teacher: James Kenney, Professor and Photography Sequence
Coordinator, Western Kentucky University

Design
Yearbook design and production

News design for print and web

A
Advising 101 is offered for new or veteran publications advisers who
would like to learn more about improving their publications. Teachers
will have an opportunity to observe and learn various skills ranging
from publications management to hands-on training in design using
the computer. Teachers can also be housed in dorm rooms but will be
separated from student attendees.
Note: This class will only be offered as a separate class with sufficient
enrollment. However, advisers are welcome to enroll in any SPI class or
to observe various classes during the workshop.

Note: Fill out only applicable areas of the registration form and indicate if
you want a dorm room. Teachers pay commuter cost if staying off campus.

Advising for teachers

V
Students will learn to tell stories through digital video camera use.
Students will brainstorm for story ideas, will learn to use video
cameras for both sound and picture, and will shoot and edit story
packages. Editing will be taught through Final Cut Express on the Mac.
Video cameras for use during the workshop are provided.

Teacher: Sung Park, Photography Professor, University of Oregon
and former professional photojournalist, Austin, Texas

Video journalism
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Writing

This class is designed for students who want to improve or learn new skills
in writing and reporting. This class will challenge students to conceptualize
interesting story ideas, to devise visual/verbal story-telling techniques and
to work on deadline to produce finished products. The class will give
students an opportunity to identify stories they want to write, and then to
work on producing finished stories. Traditional journalistic forms ranging
from news stories to feature stories and sports writing will be emphasized.
Teacher: Jared Friebel, Adviser, Hinsdale Central HS, Chicago, Illinois

Students who are interested in writing sports or who will serve as sports editors of
their publications will want to enroll in this SPI class. The emphasis is on telling
good sports stories and creating a variety of forms from game-day coverage to
player and personality features. Students will have an opportunity to write sports
stories during the class. Depending on summer schedules, students may attend
local sports events on campus.
Note: This class will only be offered with sufficient enrollment as a separate
class. Otherwise, students will be enrolled in writing skills and will write
sports stories for assignments.

Designed for the student new to photography or with little previous experience,
this class will provide skills needed to be able to produce quality photographs.
Students will also learn to use flash units and additional lenses if they bring
them to the workshop. Students will learn digital skills and use of Adobe
Photoshop.

Teacher: Doug Wonders, Newhouse Photography Professor, SU

Students will work primarily on improving their content and compositional skills
to produce better photographs. Advanced students should have a basic
understanding of camera use. A knowledge of film processing and printing is not
required. Students will learn digital imaging and use of Adobe Photoshop
software. Students should bring any additional lenses for their cameras and their
flash units. Students will do projects involving telling stories with pictures.

Teacher: Doug Wonders, Newhouse Photography Professor, SU

Photography

Writing skills

Sports writing

Beginning Photography

Advanced photography

EStudents chosen for editor positions for their publications or who would like to
learn more about leadership, can enroll in this class in which they will learn staff
organization, motivation and leadership skills. Students will develop and
discuss editorial policies, production schedules, staff morale and problem-solving
skills. Each editor will identify and work on a specific project to be completed
during the workshop. Open to all students.
Teacher: Linda Kennedy, Professional writer and former journalism teacher,
Hinsdale Central HS, Chicago

Editor’s class
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Schedule
The following is a tentative schedule of activities
for your time at the School Press Institute: *

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please complete all of the forms (3) on the next pages and return them to the following address:

NECESSARY MATERIALS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MONDAY, JULY 11, 2011.

Sherri Taylor
School Press Institute Director
513 Newhouse I
Syracuse University
Syracuse, NY 13244-2100

Monday-Wednesday, July 25-27
8 to 9 a.m. Breakfast
9 to 11:30 a.m. Individual classes
11:30 to 1 p.m. Lunch and free time
1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Individual class time and lab time
4:30 to 7 p.m. Dinner and free time for assignments
7 to 9 p.m. Class time and open computer lab

time for all classes
11 p.m. Curfew and evening activity (students

must be in dorms)

Thursday, July 28
8 to 9 a.m. Breakfast
9 to 11 a.m. Individual classes wrap-up
11 a.m. to 12:30 Awards and closing presentations
1 to 2 p.m. Packing, dorm check-out (students must vacate

dorms by 2 p.m.)

Schedule is subject to change.*

SSunday, July 24
9 to noon *Registration and dorm check-in
1:30 p.m. Meet in lobby of dorm to walk to the Newhouse

School for the first class meeting
2 to 5 p.m. Introductions and orientation: first meetings

with individual classes
5 to 7 p.m. Dinner and free time
7 to 9 p.m. Individual or group classes
9 to 10 p.m. Free time
10 p.m. Curfew and dorm meetings with RAs
*Note: Please call the SPI office if you cannot arrive by noon.

For questions, contact:
Sherri Taylor @
315.443.2626 or
taylorsa@syr.edu

Syracuse University/University College 
Noncredit Course Registration Form

School Press Institute
S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communications

A

Mail your completed registration and payment to:
S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communications, Attn: Sherri Taylor, 513 Newhouse One, Syracuse, NY 13244-2100

M-Male
F-Female

Student Level

UCNC � New student to Syracuse University    - OR -       � I have been to SU before

Last Name First Name                                      Initial

� Check if name change   

SU ID Number Social Security  
Number

Date of Birth
 MO. DAY YR.

Permanent Address City State Zip Code

Personal E-mail:

Dept. Prefix & Course No. Term Title Class No.

Payment Information — if fee is requiredB

3/11

Registration Status

Permanent Phone: Cell Phone:

SPI 100  0001                Summer 2011 School Press Institute 72660

Sponsoring Department 

Sponsoring Co/Agency: _________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Person:  ____________________________ Contact Phone:  ________________________________

Comments:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature of sponsor

 Newhouse

 Sherri A. Taylor 315-443-2626

 Program fee paid directly to program.

PARTICIPANT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
(must be signed by both individuals or registration to take place):  

Each of the undersigned understands that non-credit classes do not count toward any degree requirements at SU and that no academic credit 
will be earned in this program. We also understand that SU is only responsible to retain non-credit records for 7 years, and it is the student’s 
responsibility to retain this information for future reference. Each of the undersigned understands that the person financially responsible for this 
student is responsible for and agrees to make payment suitable to the University of all fees and charges incurred during the student’s entire 
attendance at the University.

___________________________________________________     ______________       __________________________________________
Signature of financially responsible parent or guardian    Date     Student Signature
(required for all minor students)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please print name and address of signature above.

SUSummerForm



Tuition enclosed *

Tuition amount enclosed

Supercard amount enclosed

HealthForm
Student’s name Age

I hereby authorize a physician or physicians of the Syracuse University Student
Health Center or at a medical center to administer treatment and perform other
medical procedures that in their judgment might be necessary for my son/daughter.
I understand that I will be notified immediately should medical care become
necessary and will be consulted on all procedures.

Parent’s signature

Health insurance provider

Address

Phone

Policy #

Current medications and reason for prescription:

Allergies or food allergies:

Special conditions or medical needs:

Primary physician

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone

----------------------------------------------------------------------

If care is needed, please contact:

Name

Relationship to student

Address

Day phone Night phone

Date

----------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------

This form must be included with registration materials.

Application
Name

Circle one: Male Female

Mailing address

City/State/Zip

E-mail

Birthday

Roommate request (if any)

I prefer a single room if one is available (circle yes) YES

School attending in fall:

Parking fee of $15 (for the week) will be paid at check-in, Sunday, July 24 for those who bring a car to campus for the
workshop.

Student Consent Form:
I have read the rules and policies of the School Press Institute and I agree to abide
by these rules and policies. If problems occur with my failure to comply with
these rules and policies, I understand that I can be asked to leave the workshop
immediately without compensation for the workshop fees, and providing for my
own transportation.

Parent Consent Form:
I have read the rules and policies of the School Press Institute and give my consent
for my son/daughter to attend. If problems occur with my son/daughter’s attendance
at the School Press Institute, I give my permission to provide for transportation
home with no refund of unused tuition.

Student’s signature

Parent’s signature

Class in which you would like to enroll: (circle only one)*

editor’s class

beginning photo

advanced photo

yearbook design

news design

video journalism

writing skills

sports writing

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Classes will only be offered if there is sufficient enrollment. If a class does not meet the minimum requirement, we will
notify the student for placement in a different class.

*

Date

Date

DEADLINE: RECEIVED BY MONDAY, JULY 11, 2011

----------------------------------------------------------------------

--
--
--
--
--
--
--

---
---
---
---
--

advising
for
teachers

Total
amount
enclosed

----------------------------------------------------------------------

$475

Tuition is $475; add $25 for Saturday night arrival; commuter cost $400

for print and web


